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Dear Professor Roberts,

Thank you for your visit and letter to the Blood Transfusion Safety team regarding the
CRASH-2 trial. We looked with interest at the key question in the study and we recognize the
significance of this trial in addressing transfusion requirement following injury.

Every country shares the need to ensure the quality, safety and accessibility of blood
transfusion. Currently, less than 40% of the global blood supply is collected in low- and
medium-income countries, where over 80% of the world’s population live. Blood shortages have
a particular impact on women with complications of pregnancy and childbirth, on children with
severe life-threatening anemia and on trauma patients in which blood loss is the major cause of
death. At the same time, there is a high risk of transmission of HIV, hepatitis B and C and other
serious bloodborne pathogens through transfusion of unsafe blood and blood products as well as
exposing patients to the risk of serious adverse transfusion reactions. We believe this trial will
provide evidence in regards to the use of anti-fibrinolytic treatment and thus the appropriate
blood use in trauma patient.

I am pleased to say that the WHO Blood Transfusion Safety team supports the CRASH-2
study and we wish you every success in your efforts to coordinate this important clinical trial.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Neelam Dhingra
Coordinator, Blood Transfusion Safety

Department of Essential Health Technologies
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